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late teens, and boys who finish high school wait until their early or
even middle twenties. If any young man or woman seems to be
putting off marriage too long, he or she will be formally requested
by relatives to marry.
MARRIAGE ARRANGEMENTS
Though the Navahos have been introduced to the white concept
of romantic love in schools, it is still not widely held, and almost no
emphasis is placed on psychological compatibility as a prerequisite
for marriage. The Navaho theory is that one woman will do as well
as another, so long as she is healthy, industrious, and competent.
Girls who are known as good weavers are more in demand. Some
value is placed on youth and virginity. Girls who are considered
extremely ugly are harder for their families to marry off. Otherwise
there are few physical or psychological qualifications for marriage,
and the majority of marriages are still arranged by the parents or
other adult relatives.
The primary considerations are economic factors, the clans of the
young people, and previous alliances between the two families. If
a young man has made a successful marriage, it is considered highly
suitable that his younger brother x should marry the wife's younger
sister or that her younger brother should marry the husband's sister.
There are a very great number of such reciprocal exchanges where
both families have been satisfied with a previous arrangement.
When a husband or a wife dies an obligation is felt to replace the
dead mate (especially a wife) from the same family or clan.
The boy's family normally takes the initiative in arranging a mar-
riage. His maternal uncle (today more often his father) or his
mother will sound out the girl's mother or mother's brother or her
father. If the reaction is favorable, a definite proposal will be made.
This involves naming a date and settling the marriage gift to be
made by the boy's family to the girl's family.
The general theory of this bridal gift seems to rest upon residence
with the girl's people. That is, they provide most of the livestock,
utensils, and equipment with which the young couple set up house-
keeping. The bridal gift is the contribution of the groom's family.
It must not be supposed that Navaho girls ordinarily resent these
1 This means, of course, not only a full biological brother but also "brothers" in the
extended family (cousins on the mother's side).